Welcome to the Journal of Astronomical Telescopes, Instruments, and Systems I am very happy to welcome you to the first issue of the Journal of Astronomical Telescopes, Instruments, and Systems (JATIS), a new refereed journal from SPIE that is designed to promote the development of astronomical instrumentation and techniques. A key motivation for the creation of this journal has been the continuing success of SPIE's Instrumentation in Astronomy conference series, which started in 1972 and remains a focal point for reporting new results in the field. The conference's proceedings have long provided a point of reference for researchers working in astronomical instrumentation and techniques. SPIE's experience in technical journals, combined with the legacy of its conference series, uniquely distinguish JATIS.
The primary goal of JATIS is to provide a refereed journal dedicated to reporting new developments in astronomical instrumentation and its associated technologies. With the growing complexity of observatories on the ground and in space and their instrumentation, these technologies now include engineering, integrated modeling, control systems and sensors, to name a few. Software has also grown in importance, both for instrument control, data pipeline processing, operations, and the ever more sophisticated algorithms required to analyze observations. Finally, large surveys and survey instrumentation are increasingly relying on data mining techniques, while relatively new observational techniques such as transit spectroscopy are increasingly relying on new statistical approaches for retrieval of instrumental signatures and astrophysical parameters.
JATIS will publish peer-reviewed papers covering this diverse range of topics in astronomical instrumentation, systems, and techniques, including:
• X-ray, gamma-ray, and gravitational-wave space telescopes and instrumentation I hope you will strongly consider JATIS when deciding where to publish your work in these areas. We encourage proposals of topics for special sections that address specific subjects or projects and are also interested in receiving suggestions for review papers, or nominations of authors who might provide useful reviews or tutorials on specific subjects.
I am pleased to announce that JATIS will be free online through the end of 2015. Issues will be printed quarterly at first, increasing in frequency as the journal grows. In addition, papers will be published online shortly after acceptance, with new papers added regularly to each online issue as soon as they are copyedited, typeset, and approved for publication. Authors also have the option of obtaining permanent open access for their papers.
Finally, I wish to draw your attention to the excellent Editorial Board who have agreed to serve as Associate Editors. Their expertise spans the breadth of the field of astronomical instrumentation, wavelengths, and techniques.
• George Angeli, LSST Corp. 
